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a wORd fROm the PResideNts

In 2019, the project for the enhancement of the Landes de Lanvaux megaliths won the Régional Mé-
galithes request for proposals. This project was submitted by the Centre Morbihan Communauté and 
Golfe du Morbihan-Vannes Agglomération district authorities, in partnership with the municipalities of 
Saint-Guyomard, Baud, La Chapelle Neuve, Saint Barthélémy, and Camors. 

The project consists in the creation of a route covering 38 Landes de Lanvaux megalithic sites spread 
across 15 municipalities, and includes the installation of interpretation boards and mediation destined 
for the general public, particularly during major events such as the Heritage Days and Archaeology 
Days.

The Landes de Lanvaux megalith enhancement project is also closely associated with the ‘Carnac and 
Banks of the Morbihan megaliths’ UNESCO World Heritage application.

As well as contributing to the preservation and restoration of megalithic sites in Morbihan, the UNES-
CO project offers an opportunity to raise local residents’ awareness of their heritage. Our megalithic 
legacy has major appeal, with the potential to attract new visitors from the rest of France and abroad; 
hence the need to have a visitor offering that spans the entire territory.

The organisation of these first ‘Megalith Days’ at Landes de Lanvaux, focusing on research and enhan-
cement initiatives at megalithic sites, and the fact that we are the first French territory to be a member 
of the European Route of Megalithic Culture, bear witness to our ambitions in terms of the preservation 
and enhancement of our megaliths.

David Robo, President of Golfe du Morbihan-Vannes Agglomération
Rolland, President of Centre Morbihan Communauté 

Introduction des Rencontres du Mégalithisme (in French)
https://youtu.be/aFPwUxPtqjU

Retrouvez la playlist des Rencontres du Mégalitisme 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLP3uwDqccfKpwHnniwY3wq9zirzv4vOeq

https://youtu.be/aFPwUxPtqjU
https://youtu.be/aFPwUxPtqjU
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLP3uwDqccfKpwHnniwY3wq9zirzv4vOeq


megaLithiC aRChiteCtuRe  
fROm aRCheOLOgiCaL ReseaRCh 
tO eNhaNCemeNt

Combined with new observation and digitalisation methods, recent archaeological research into va-
rious megalith groups (burial areas, burial mounds and standing stones) has provided a wealth of new 
data. Since the late 2000s in particular, this research has been improving our understanding of the 
different architectural projects in question. 
As well as existing in their own right, these scientific findings must be taken into account in the enhan-
cement and/or restoration of megalithic structures. Doing so, and sharing the latest knowledge, involves 
a large number of institutional partners: research bodies, government departments, local authorities, 
non-profits, and various other heritage enhancement actors, all of whom have quite distinct remits;
In this instance, many of these stakeholders belong to the same scientific community of archaeologists; 
this, coupled with the opportunity to speak the same architectural language, offers the prospect of 
fruitful exchanges of experiences on the occasion of a progress review – a review that we deem to be 
important for the advancement of science.
To contribute to this dynamic and discuss the various topics at different levels, the debate will be infor-
med by examples relating to current issues in megalith research and methods used by archaeologists, 
as well as the means developed in projects to enhance these megaliths, including the technical solutions 
implemented to restore them.
A number of enhancement projects have long been underway at Les Landes de Lanvaux, a repository 
of detailed knowledge about its own rich megalith heritage inland in Morbihan, making it an ideal setting 
for these discussions. They also form part of the ‘Megaliths’ research topic conducted by the UMR 6566 
‘Architecture’ team. To broaden the scope of the proceedings, other talks will cover the entire Atlantic 
seaboard in France, with additional input being provided by three guest speakers from Southern Europe, 
Northern Europe, and the British Isles. 



CONtext
eNhaNCemeNt Of the LaNdes de LaNVaux megaLiths 

BRetagNe RegiONaL COuNCiL
uNesCO wORLd heRitage aPPLiCatiON



eNhaNCemeNt Of the LaNdes de LaNVaux megaLiths

gOLfe du mORBihaN-VaNNes aggLOméRatiON             CeNtRe mORBihaN COmmuNauté
www.golfedumorbihan-vannesagglomeration.bzh          www.centremorbihancommunaute.bzh 
• a.guillonneau@gmvagglo.bzh •             • esirgant@cmc.bzh •

These days are organised at the initiative of Golfe du Morbihan – Vannes district council and Centre 
Morbihan Communauté as part of their specific joint action programme. The first action was to link up 
to the European Route of Megalithic Culture. The area became the first French member of the Route in 
2020, joining a score of German, Dutch, Swedish, Danish, and Italian members. The second action is the 
event in progress here, which is also open to our European partners.

The partnership between Centre Morbihan Communauté, Golfe du Morbihan - Vannes district council (GMVA) 
and the municipalities of Camors and Saint Guyomard for the enhancement of the Landes de Lanvaux mega-
liths was selected as winner of the ‘Mégalithes de Bretagne’ call for projects in December 2019.
It aims to strengthen and stimulate the emergence of a tourism and cultural offering in the Pays Vert region 
and develop the attractiveness of the area through a strong focus on culture, linking in with the UNESCO 
heritage application and the GMVA Pays d’Art and d’Histoire project.
The goal of the project, which covers 15 municipalities, is the enhancement of 38 major megalithic sites, with 
a visitor trail and interpretation boards located close to each site; cultural mediation focusing on megalithism 
is also available, geared to various audiences. Resource material and content makes use of scientific data 
supplied by Mr Philippe Gouezin, the archaeologist coordinating the project’s scientific committee. Events and 
mediation days are organised by the CPIE Val de Vilaine permanent environmental initiative centre on key 
dates such as the Archaeology Days in June and the European Heritage Days in September.



BRetagNe RegiONaL COuNCiL
PReseNtatiON Of the mégaLithes de BRetagNe CaLL fOR PROJeCts
Themed multiyear campaign conducted between 2017 and 2019

Enhancing cultural heritage
The remarkably diverse, rich cultural heritage of Brittany is a key factor in its identity and an important 
part of the local environment. It is also a key source of leverage for regional economic growth; the Regional 
Council therefore supports the conservation and restoration of Breton heritage in order to encourage inno-
vative initiatives focusing on the reuse and enhancement of its cultural assets.

The Regional Council’s commitment to megaliths in Brittany
Present in large numbers, megaliths are an integral part of Brittany landscapes, both along the coasts and 
inland, and are deserving of greater attention. With this in mind, the Regional Council of Brittany decided to 
run a specific call for projects for 3 years (2017-2019) in order to gain a better understanding of megaliths 
and explore how they could be enhanced.

The decision to engage with this issue marked a desire on the part of the Regional Council to encourage 
research and the sharing of scientific data, and thereby promote Brittany as an ‘international laboratory’ 
in the field. Candidates could respond in one of the fol-
lowing four categories:  enriching knowledge, improving 
conservation, developing enhancement, and stimula-
ting innovation focusing on this heritage. Each pro-
ject was submitted for expert appraisal by the Brittany 
Regional Directorate of Cultural Affairs (DRAC Bretagne), 
Regional Archaeology Department (SRT), Brittany 
Regional Council’s technical and scientific partner.

Outcomes of the campaign

25 projects received financial backing totalling 
         € 354 569

5 projects for Knowledge  / 1 for Conservation  
7 for Enhancement / 6 for Innovation and Experimentation

7 prizewinners in 2017, 8 in 2018 (7 nnew projects and 1 cam-
paign follow-up) and 10 in 2019 (8 new projects and 2 campaign 
follow-ups).

Tourism and Heritage division – Heritage enhance-
ment department 
• valorisation.patrimoine@bretagne.bzh • 02 22 93 98 12 

A catalogue of the winning projects for the 3 editions  
can be downloaded from the ‘Inventory and enhancement 
of heritage in Bretagne’ regional portal, under the ‘Understanding megaliths’ news section (january.2021)

https://patrimoine.bretagne.bzh/actualites/comprendre-le-megalithisme/

https://patrimoine.bretagne.bzh/wp-content/uploads/Catalogue-des-laureats-MEGALITHES-2017-2019.pdf

APPEL À PROJETS
« Mégalithes de Bretagne »

GALV DA RAKTRESOÙ «MEURVEIN BREIZH»

Intérieur du cairn de l’île de Gavrinis 
à Larmor-Baden (Morbihan)
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LA RÉGION S’ENGAGE EN FAVEUR DU PATRIMOINE 
MÉGALITHIQUE DE BRETAGNE.

AR RANNVRO A LABOUR EVIT MAD GLAD  
AR MEURVEIN E BREIZH.

© Région Bretagne

https://patrimoine.bretagne.bzh/actualites/comprendre-le-megalithisme/


Paysages de mégaLithes
uNesCO wORLd heRitage aPPLiCatiON (in French)

Since 2012, the Paysages de Mégalithes association has been working on a UNESCO World Heritage 
application for the Carnac and Banks of the Morbihan megaliths. This territorial project brings to-
gether local government bodies (municipal councils, district councils, and the administrative department 
council), the relevant national government bodies (the National Monuments Centre (Centre des monuments 
nationaux) and the Coastal protection agency (Conservatoire du littoral)), and non-profit bodies with an 
interest in heritage and tourism.
In 2021, a new stage was reached in the application, with the validation of the scope of the ‘Property’ by 
France’s Ministry of Culture and Ministry of the Environment. The scope covers an area of over 1055km2 
(including the rias, the Gulf and the Bay of Quiberon) spanning 27 municipalities, and includes over 540 
monuments. Four areas, characterised by a dense and diverse matrix of megalithic structures (standing 
stones, alignments, dolmens, and tumuli), play the role of ‘windows’ into the Neolithic megalith phenomenon. 
These areas cannot be understood in isolation from the way they interact with every aspect of the 
landscape, particularly the local shores, rias, rivers, marshland, and seascapes, unlike any other in the 
world, that are such a particularity in our application.
Since 2021, the Paysages de Mégalithes association has been working with all its partners and local 
stakeholders to draw up the management plan. This operational, cross-cutting plan is an embodiment of 
the joint ambition to preserve, protect, pass on and enhance this landscape and its outstanding monuments.
The application is now in its final phase, with an official presentation to the Ministries scheduled in late 
2023. The international process for evaluating applications will then be organised; this is expected to take 
eighteen months. For the time being, the emphasis is thus on visibility and the operational mobilisation of 
as many actors as possible to support the acceptance onto the World Heritage List of this first ever 
application from Brittany.

Victoire Dorise – Paysages de Mégalithes director
• victoire.dorise@megalithes-morbihan.fr •
presentation of the progress of the ‘Carnac and Banks of the Morbihan megaliths’ 
https://www.megalithes-morbihan.fr/

© Eric Frotier de Bagneux/Paysages de Mégalithes

https://www.megalithes-morbihan.fr/
https://www.megalithes-morbihan.fr/
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CONtRiButORs

PhiLiPPe gOueZiN
Associate researcher UMR 6566 CReAAH (in French) 
University of Rennes 1 
• philgouez@orange.fr •

Using the archaeology of built structures to extend our knowledge of megalithic architecture: scientific 
challenges prior to restoration and enhancement  
Examples from Brittany and Charente

The diversity of megalithic architecture and building techniques reveals the Neolithic builders’ highly skilled 
knowhow and ingenuity. Our investigations gradually revealed the entire workflow for this architecture and a 
range of techniques, discovered by applying new observation methods and the archaeology of built structures. 
Horizontal and vertical interpretation of tumuli offers keys to understanding this ancient architecture. The 
architectonic aspect of these architectural monuments is combined with a symbolic aspect; the latter is the 
most difficult aspect to interpret. This level of knowledge is however essential in order to establish as full a 
biography as possible of architectural projects.

Based on the findings from recent archaeological excavations at several burial monuments in Brittany and 
Charente, this paper presents a range of architectural details and their related symbolism. We will demons-
trate the importance of the complete excavation of tumuli where possible, in order to acquire a greater un-
derstanding of all the potential issues involved in projects to restore or enhance these monumental structures.

Fouilles de Coëby (Trédion)© Philippe Gouezin

https://youtu.be/Kprq6UjS2qY


JOsé-aNtONiO LiNaRes CateLLa
University of Huelva 
• ja.linares@dhga.uhu.es •

CORONada mORa mOLiNa 
Cota Cero GPH S.C.  
University of Huelva (Iberian Peninsula)  
• cotacerogph@gmail.com •

Enhancing dolmens: intervention on the groups of megaliths at Huelva, Western Andalusia (Spain) 
(in French)

Work to enhance megalithic monuments is complex and difficult due to many different factors: scientific 
knowledge, the degree of preservation, the type of restoration, use, management, etc. In this paper we will 
present the work carried out on several megalith complexes on the Huelva Dolmen Route enhanced by the 
Andalusia regional government. The most noteworthy work has been carried out on the Soto Dolmen and the 
El Pozuelo group. On these sites we have developed an interdisciplinary methodology combining archaeolo-
gical research and consolidation/restoration work, with the aim of achieving the difficult balance between the 
conservation of an archaeological site and allowing it to be open to the public for visits. At El Pozuelo, the high 
level of archaeological knowledge has made it possible to develop a sustainable, preventive conservation plan, 
with proper integration of the monuments in the landscape despite a lack of regular maintenance measures or 
management body to regulate visits. 

At the Dolmen de Soto, which has a visitor centre, restoration work has focused on exhibiting architectural 
monumentality, the enhancement of the extraordinary megalithic art, and ensuring access to the site as a 
cultural and tourism resource for large numbers of visitors.

CONtRiButORs

Dolmen de Soto (Trigueros, Huelva) © José Antonio Linares Catela 



tORBeN dheN 
Dehn Archeological Consulting (Danemark) 
 • tordehn@gmail.com •

Prehistoric intrusions into and alterations of Danish passage graves. (in English)

Danish megalithic tombs have been opened and examined for more than 400 years and at least 220 years 
ago it was realized that the tombs had been reused in later periods of prehistory. This was concluded due to 
the difference in the inventory and the stratigraphic conditions inside the chambers and passages. In the area 
outside the passage lay the material which the later users had thrown out of the chamber after penetrating 
through the passage.
But 90 years ago it was found that this layer outside the passage was not thrown out from the chamber, but 
was the remains of sacrifices placed in front of the entrance to the passage grave.
And now it is becoming more and more clear that the later users of the megalithic tombs have not always used 
the passage as access to the chamber, but have often broken into the chamber with drastic methods through 
the wall or the ceiling and afterwards they have rebuilt the whole monument, so that it appeared completely 
different.
Through 40 years of work with megalithic tombs, my colleague Svend Illum Hansen and I have found several 
examples of this phenomenon. In some cases, indications of intrusions into or alterations of passage graves la-
ter in prehistory (Late Neolithic and Bronze Age) can be observed from inside the chamber and passage. But 
acquiring evidence of an unusual constructional detail not being a part of the original construction requires an 
intervention into the surrounding mound fill with exposure of the external surfaces of the chamber. This gives 
the opportunity to observe the construction of the earthen mound, as well as changes in the original stone 
packing around the exterior of the orthostats and capstones.
In the paper, examples of this phenomenon will be presented.

CONtRiButORs

Intrusions préhistoriques et altérations des tombes à couloir danoises 
© Torben Dehn



Rémi maRtiNeau
CNRS / ARTEHIS (France) 
• Remi.Martineau@u-bourgogne.fr •

Hypogea in South-West Marne (France) in the Late Neolithic. (in French)

Since the early nineteenth century, 175 hypogea have been discovered in the Marne department of France. 
Researchers have historically focused on graves in this region to the exclusion of other aspects of Neolithic 
societies. For the past 15 years however, a research programme has sought to study the technical, economic, 
territorial, and social organisation of the region. One of the goals is to resituate hypogea within the context of 
Late Neolithic societies. 
The Saint-Gond marsh area corresponds to a major mine complex comprising 43 excavated or probed Neo-
lithic sites, including 23 necropolises comprising 135 hypogea, 5 gallery graves, 7 recognised mines, 8 fixed 
polishing stones, and 4 dwellings (Martineau et al. 2014, 2015, 2019). It also includes over 300 traces of 
neolithic sites, including 66 traces of mines grouped in 18 sectors covering a total of 440 hectares located on 
the chalk and limestone hillsides, as well as over 160 traces of dwellings and cutting workshops. Some of these 
sites and traces date back to the Late Neolithic Era, the hypogea period. 
19 hypogea have also been discovered in the Côte des Blancs mine complex. 
Only a few hypogea have been excavated using modern anthropological methods. The fact that most of the 
discoveries were made a long time ago greatly limits our knowledge. However, the quality of preservation of 
the architecture and objects and the exceptional nature of this type of mass grave have served as an incentive 
to resume the study of these legacy excavations, all the more so because most of the data has not yet been 
exploited. The very recent inclusion of these graves within the scope of the mine complexes of South-West 
Marne further adds to the research value of such 
studies.
A brief presentation of the architecture, sculptures and 
paintings, the use of the graves, grave goods, dating, and 
the way the hypogea relate to in their local and regional 
context will be presented.

CONtRiButORs

Entrée de l'hypogée 4 de Vert-la-Gravelle (Vert-Toulon) "La Crayère" en cours de fouilles 
© Rémi Martineau

https://youtu.be/hI1Jf9S6Nn8


ChRis sCaRRe 
Durham University (United Kingdom) 
• chris.scarre@durham.ac.uk •

heatheR seBiRe
English Heritage (United Kingdom) 
• Heather.Sebire@english-heritage.org.uk •

Consolidation and enhancement of megalithic monuments: part.1 (in French)

Consolidation and enhancement of megalithic monuments: part.2 (in English) 

Recent work at Stonehenge

The Consolidation and enhancement of megalithic monuments is very often an exercise in reconstruction (to at 
least some extent) in order to protect the structure and/or to make the monument accessible and understan-
dable for visitors. While archaeological expertise and information play an essential role in this process, some 
original structures cannot always be fully preserved; moreover, the full details of the original form of the mo-
nument are not always known. The related problems are clearly evident in the measures taken for the conser-
vation and presentation of a number of monuments in Great Britain and Ireland, with highly variable levels of 
intervention depending on the specific circumstances. Approaches and methods have changed considerably 
in recent years, as can be seen in the work very recently carried out at Stonehenge, where the consolidation 
measures implemented in the 1960s (notably to ensure the safety of the lintels) have very recently led to fresh 
interventions being needed. Conservation work is made more complicated by high-level protection protocols 
applying both to Stonehenge itself and to the ecological environment in which it is situated: the conservation 
requirements imposed on Stonehenge as a UNESCO listed world heritage monument protected by the UK 
government cannot be addressed independently of other restrictions designed to protect the flora and fauna 
of Salisbury Plain.

CONtRiButORs

Stonehenge © H. Sebire



LuC JaLLOt 
MCF-hdr, university of Paul-Valéry-Montpellier 3, UMR 5140-ASM, Labex Archimède (France) 
• luc.jallot@univ-montp3.fr •

Building and rebuilding with stone (in French) 
insights from research into the Lower Languedoc megalith heritage (4th-3rd millennium BCE) and its 
enhancement

In recent decades, research into southern megalithism has made marked progress thanks to the excavation 
and investigation of the architecture of largely abandoned monuments. Research into Early Protohistory, in 
South-West France, the Grands Causses region and the Hérault and Ardèche plateaus relating to menhirs, 
statue menhirs, dolmens, and dry-stone graves has been followed by the enhancement of this heritage for 
educational and tourism purposes. 
In Lower Languedoc, megalith research has been split from the study of third millennium dry stone villages 
and modern vernacular architecture; at a broader level, however, these fields cannot be dissociated when it 
comes to understanding Neolithic construction systems. 
Indicating these remains on websites without consulting archaeological bodies constitutes a direct threat to 
them. Indeed, a manifest lack of interest on the part of research teams has resulted in their disappearance in 
some regions, either as a result of damage to excavated monuments that have not been consolidated or due 
to wine-growing or quarrying activities. No criminal complaints are filed following these acts of destruction. 
While non-profits do strive to educate the public by means of excavations, restoration works, and targeted 
presentations, indicating megaliths located on what is still private land on the internet, standard maps, and 
hiking trails detracts from the educational benefits of their work. 

We argue that the only solution is to have the wealth of men-
hirs, dolmens, cairns, and fourth and third-century stone vil-
lages scattered across an area of some 5000km² around 
Nimes and Montpellier, Occitanie listed as UNESCO World 
Heritage. This group, among the densest and best-preserved 
in Western Europe from the period, is under direct threat 
from the development of regional capitals, uncoordinated 
town planning, the indifference of local and some district 
councils, and the anarchical expansion of winegrowing. This 
vulnerable architectural heritage forms part of our national 
assets; its destruction is counter to the public interest, all the 
more so in that the public is increasingly aware of archaeo-
logy and prehistory in the broadest sense. Unofficial resto-
ration work and the re-erection of menhirs by local actors 
without prior excavation is an additional problem to which it 
would appear no solution has as yet been found. 
The issue will be illustrated by several examples we deem 
to be relevant when examining successful and unsuccessful 
study, restoration, and conservation projects.

CONtRiButORs

Dolmen du Lamalou (Rouet, Hérault), cerce 3200 calBC  © Luc Jallot



emiLie heddeBaux 
PAYSAGES DE MEGALITHES 
 • emilie.heddebaux@megalithes-morbihan.fr •

Conservation officer for megaliths ?  (in French)

Heritage conservation and restoration is a field involving many different lines of work. Working alongside 
archaeological monument conservation managers, curators, archaeologists, and architects, conservator-res-
torers can play a highly useful role in conservation and restoration projects. While they work mainly in the 
field of the conservation of archaeological artefacts, they also bring their skills to bear for archaeological 
monuments on occasion. I will introduce you to this little-known job to you with the help of several examples.

CONtRiButORs

Emilie Heddebaux © Paysages de mégalithes

https://youtu.be/3iUrcYB3M5Y


LuC LaPORte
CNRS research director, UMR 6566 – University of Rennes (France) 
• luc.laporte@univ-rennes1.fr •

Studying megalith ruins and enhancing this heritage: (in French) 
Examples along the Atlantic seaboard in France.

Initially, the study of megalith ruins focused on heritage that was still visible in the landscape: very large blocks 
at the foot of which archaeologists could be sure of finding at least some archaeological material (and in some 
cases human bones) with the potential to provide information about the builders. This work was then extended 
to other monumental remains and the landscapes to which they belong, while every material aspect of the 
culture and any other material remains became the subject of increasingly specialised studies. Oddly enough, 
and for far too long, the methods used to study such raised systems remained largely unchanged until some 
ten years or so ago. 
The enhancement of these types of megalithic heritage has regularly been based on these different levels of 
knowledge, sometimes successively and often in the form of palimpsests, in a manner akin to the way that what 
we might call ‘myths’ are formed in other societies. As a result, the challenges involved in raising awareness 
of some of the more recent findings in archaeological and scientific research into megaliths and their builders 
among the general public include that of enhancing the object of study itself: how it is perceived, how it has 
been revealed through archaeological excavations, and indeed how it may have been built so long ago. 
The fact that study methods remained unchanged for far too long has also had an impact on the enhancement 
of these very first stone monuments in Western Europe; all too often, they are treated as nothing more than 
‘primitive’ architecture, highlighting a form of almost timeless human genius on the part of builders whose 
technical knowledge must have been quite rudimentary. More recent advances in knowledge are now tending 
to deconstruct this discourse, drawing a distinction between the results of actual technical limits, choices made 
when designing the project, and in some cases a lack of knowledge on our part when it comes to understan-
ding remains.
Preliminary remarks of this nature have been published many times; rather than expanding on them, they 
form the backdrop to the substance of this paper, which seeks to detail some of the precise, practical implica-
tions of this state of affairs by considering examples taken from the Atlantic seaboard in France.

CONtRiButORs

Extrémité nord-occidentale du tumulus C de Péré à Prissé-la-Charrière en cours de consolidation 
(Plaine d'Argenson, Deux-Sèvres)© Luc Laporte

https://youtu.be/eIHHEa-WUuE


miCheL maiLLé
Associate member UMR 5608 TRACES (France) 
 • maille.michel@orange.fr •

Dolmens and standing stones in particular environments to the south of the Massif Central. (in French)

There are many Neolithic burial monuments, standing stones, and statue menhirs to the south of the Massif 
Central. Descriptions of these groups have often been limited to a description of the burial chamber and grave 
goods for dolmens and for standing stones, a description of their shape and surfaces. The orientation and 
geological origin of the blocks, their topographic position, etc. have often been described, but frequently from 
an individual or targeted perspective; rarely do they include an overview. Research often highlights functional 
or indeed utilitarian aspects, whereas an increasing number of observations indicate that at least some of 
these monuments fulfilled religious, symbolic, social, or societal roles. 

In this vast region of the southern Massif Central, insufficient research into these monuments is another ma-
jor problem. Fewer than ten out of 5,000 burial monuments and 1,600 standing stones have been dated! Dol-
men chambers have been emptied in ancient times and most architectural studies have confined themselves 
to the final phase. A large number of standing stones and statue menhirs have been re-erected or put under 
cover without excavations taking place. The region nevertheless has huge potential in terms of monuments 
whose historic environment has been relatively well-preserved, opening up the possibility of expanding our 
knowledge of them as part of an overall approach. 

Research focusing on the heart of the monuments has also had an impact on their enhancement, with the latter 
often being confined to the structure itself and its ‘function’. Provided appropriate precautions are taken, a 
broader approach could enable visitors to discover an environment that is potentially closer to the original. 

The aim of this paper is to present some instances of taking descriptions of individual monuments and placing 
them in their environment, with the aim of demonstrating that broadening observations makes it possible to 
detect and in some cases understand how certain monuments or groups of monuments operated, or indeed 
discern indications of the mindsets and belief systems that led to them being constructed.

CONtRiButORs

Bois de Moussu 1 © Michel Maillé



ViNCeNt aRd
CNRS research officer, UMR 5608 TRACES(France)
University of Toulouse Jean-Jaurès 
• vincent.ard@cnrs.fr •

How research can improve the restoration of megalithic monuments 
A case study in the centre-west and south-west of France.

(V. Ard, E. Mens, Ph. Gouézin, V. Aguillon, A. Laurent & V. Mathé)

As part of various megalith heritage enhancement programmes between Loire and Garonne, archaeological 
interventions have been carried out to make it easier to restore these sites in close collaboration with go-
vernment departments, local authorities, and site owners. These archaeological interventions have provided 
a unique opportunity to refresh our knowledge of little-known monuments. Their scope was primarily deter-
mined by the particular considerations of each site (in terms of restoration and safety issues) rather than 
the desire to carry out a complete study from the standpoint of conservation. Research questions specific to 
each study region have been developed as part of the ANR MONUMEN programme and several successive 
collective research projects. This paper will be an opportunity to present case studies from Charente, Vienne, 
Gironde, and Lot.

CONtRiButORs

© Vincent Ard



PauLiNe LuCas
Historic Monument Curator for Charente and Deux-Sèvres DRAC Nouvelle-Aquitaine, Poitiers site, 102 
Grand’Rue - BP 553, 86020 Poitiers Cedex (France) 
 • pauline.lucas@culture.gouv.fr •

héLOïse BRiCChi-duhem
Curator, Nouvelle Aquitaine Regional Archaeology Department, Bât. Austerlitz, 21 allée Claude Forbin, 
CS 80783 13625 Aix-en-Provence Cedex 1  (France) 
• heloise.bricchi-duhem@culture.gouv.fr •

In the bowels of the Petit Dognon: from excavation to restoration of a tumulus at Tusson (Charente) 
(in French)
For several years, the Regional Archaeology Department and the Poitiers section of the Nouvelle-Aquitaine 
historic monument preservation unit (CRMH) have been taking a close interest in the megalithic heritage at 
Tusson (Charente) and more especially the four tumuli, listed Historic Monuments belonging to the French 
State (Ministry of Culture).
Two collective research projects (PCRs) conducted by CNRS researcher Vincent Ard have studied the Ruffé-
cois megaliths as they relate to the territories of Le Loudunais, Le Thouarsais and Le Mellois.
A particularity of the Petit Dognon tumulus is that it was split open in the nineteenth century by a farmer’s 
cart track. This development exposed a cross-section of the tumulus. As part of the PCR, the monument un-
derwent a scheduled archaeological excavation in October 2020 conducted by CNRS associate researcher 
Philippe Gouézin. Piles of earth and fallen rocks that made it difficult to understand the structure were remo-
ved, exposing the various levels in the cross-section. The monument’s central separation, internal partitioning, 
infill methods, and use of dry stone were revealed.
The exposed walls of the monument were temporarily protected from inclement weather in September 2021; 
the entire monument will be restored and enhanced in 2023, under the supervision of heritage architect 
Marie-Pierre Niguès. This will entail forming a raised and ground-level sacrificial layer replicating the archaeo-
logical sides and ground, reproducing the same shapes and using the same materials and building processes.
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Fouille petit Dognon (Tusson - 16)© Pauline Lucas



auRéLie JaLOuNeix 
Museum Director and Curator,  Bougon Tumulus Museum, regional development departmen 
La chapelle 79800 Bougon (France)
• Aurelie.JALOUNEIX@deux-sevres.fr •

Bougon Tumulus Museum displays (in French)

The Bougon Tumulus Museum includes a building for the conservation and presentation of archaeological 
artefacts (Museum of France and European Commission), an archaeological site listed as a historic monument, 
and a venue destined to host reconstructions. The site is owned and managed by the Deux Sèvres administra-
tive department. At a very early stage, in 1873, it decided to make the site a protected area; 30 years ago, it 
added a conservation and presentation facility in the museum. 

Since 1993, there has thus been a varied succession of museum displays to present archaeology and promote 
and explain the site’s megalithic architecture to a range of audiences. Using some of these resources, I will 
seek to show how they support and disseminate the findings of archaeological research, as well as its necessity.
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Site de Bougon © Aurélie Jalouneix

https://youtu.be/-EMobIolh-Y


JeaN-BaPtiste BaRReau
CNRS senior research scientist (IEHC) in data production, processing, and analysis
• researchgate.net/profile/Jean-Baptiste-Barreau •

Proposed 3D reconstruction of the Tred 8 and Tred 9 megalith groups at the Coëby Neolithic necropolis 
(in French)

As the excavations of the Tred 8 and Tred 9 megalith groups at the Coëby necropolis progressed, we created 
a 3D model of the site showing how it may have existed in the Neolithic Era, on the basis of the knowledge 
gathered. This modelling process was implemented using freeware, in particular to array the stones on given 
shapes, in this case tumuli. This 3D site reconstruction is thus fully part of the open science movement, contri-
buting to the study of the site, its construction, and its organisation.
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Site de Coëby © Jean-Michel Barreau
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PhiLiPPe gOueZiN
Associate researcher UMR 6566 CReAAH (France) 
University of Rennes 1 
• philgouez@orange.fr •

Coëby megalithic necropolis (municipality of Trédion, Morbihan): latest findings from the study of sites 
TRED8 and TRED9.
Two megalithic cairns at Coëby have been undergoing a scheduled excavation since 2017. The study of Cairn 
TRED8 has been completed; in 2022, some new architectural features have been discovered in cairn TRED9, 
as has a reappropriation of the sites in the protohistoric era. The discovery of a possible menhir statue on 
the site provides burial data that is unusual for western France.

 

 

LuC LaPORte
Director of research CNRS, UMR 6566 – University of Rennes 1 (France) 
• luc.laporte@univ-rennes1.fr •

Presentation by the ‘Architecture’ team from UMR 6566 CReAAH, University of Rennes 1:
Findings of the Senegal excavations.
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Coëby excavations of Trédion © Philippe Gouezin



fRaNçOis LeVÊQue 
LIENSs UMRi 7266 CNRS – Institute of the Coast and Environment – La Rochelle University (France) 
• fleveque@univ-lr.fr •

Tumuli and mounds at the Aunis ridge (Charente-Maritime): DSM identification and geophysical 
surveying.

Analysis of photographs from aerial reconnaissance and national geographical institute (IGN) sources has 
led several explorers to identify a number of structures based on vegetation indications. Ground-based 
observation has noted non-natural, raised microtopography associated with these objects located close to 
the Aunis ridge. DSM analysis of the IGN RGE-Alti 1m RGE large-scale reference map indicates more than 
half a dozen similar topographic anomalies, one of which corresponds to the Demoiselles tumulus (Le Thou) 
on the eastern edge of the set. Geophysical surveying of two of these structures reveals a ditch alongside 
two of the raised structures. It would appear that there are two types of structure: trapezoid structures with 
rounded corners around 80m long and 20-30m wide, identified solely at the western end, and more impo-
sing structures, also trapezoid in shape but thinner, almost 200m long and 25m wide. 

These large structures overlook the Rochefort marsh (which formed a landlocked sea in the Neolithic era) 
and face west-south-west towards Oléron Island, whilst the smaller, more stolid structures face west-north-
west, almost towards Ré Island.

JeaN-maRC LaRge 
Associate researcher  UMR 6566 CReAAH - University of Rennes 1 (France)
• jlarge2@wanadoo.fr •

A sensitive approach to the lines of standing stones in western France.

Lines of standing stones are iconic monuments of early Neolithic societies in Western Europe from the first 
half of the fifth millennium BCE onwards. They are a major phenomenon in Brittany, and have been the subject 
of debate about when they were originally installed, how they have changed, and of course their significance. 

With the help of the documentation from two sites in Hoëdic (Le 
Douet and Groah Denn), it has been possible to consider when they 
might have appeared, their possible links with the most recent hun-
ter-gatherer societies present at a late date on the peninsula, and the 
structural changes they have undergone. However, few similar sites 
have provided reliable information. Furthermore, these sites must be 
considered in view of those on the Iberian Peninsula, with indications 
of dates that are just as old if not older.
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File de pierres dressées du Douet à Hoedic (Morbihan) © J.-M. Large



CLaiRe taRdieu
Archaeological guide - Association des Landes - Monteneuf
• claire.tardieu@leslandes.bzh •

Monteneuf menhirs: currently undergoing research and enhancement. (Morbihan)

The Pierres Droites lines of standing stones have been a listed historic monument since 1997. This enhanced 
site hosts a large number of varied guided events. The operation of the archaeological site, in connection 
with the Landes de Monteneuf regional natural reserve where it is located, is organised around a 3-pronged 
approach: knowledge - preservation – enhancement. This approach will be presented in the talk.

saNdRa siCaRd
INRAP grand-ouest 
• sandra.sicard@inrap.fr •

New megalithic remains discovered in Belz and Carnac: hard to characterise for the purposes of 
archaeological diagnosis.

Two diagnoses performed by Inrap at Belz and Carnac in 2022 led to the discovery of original Neolithic mega-
lithic remains which have been dismantled, broken up, and in some cases reused when the site was occupied 
again at a later date. These previously unknown features provide interesting data from close to major mega-
lith sites. However, due to their badly damaged condition, they are difficult to characterise: more research is 
needed.
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Treasure hunt © Association des Landes 



JOsé-aNtONiO LiNaRes CateLLa
Coronada MORA MOLINA  Cota Cero GPH S.C. 
University of Huelva (Iberian Peninsula) 
• cotacerogph@gmail.com •

La Torre-La Janera megalith site (Huelva, Spain): prehistoric monuments of Lower Guadiana.

The discovery of the La Torre-La Janera site marks a major new development in our knowledge of megalithism 
on the Iberian Peninsula. Initial research has confirmed a large quantity and variety of monuments (menhirs 
- both individual and alignments and circles - dolmens, cists, enclosures, etc.) in the same place, the spatial 
coexistence of standing stones with burial architecture, and the integration of megaliths with rocky outcrops. 
Investigation of the site will also provide key insights into megalithism in Western Europe.

ReseaRCh News
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saC’h NéO
CPIE Val de Vilaine

This exhibit is a group initiative by the Network of Prehistoric Sites in Brittany, aimed at allowing the public 
to enjoy visiting megalithic sites unaccompanied.

The innovative scheme was selected as the winner of the Bretagne Region’s 2018 ‘Mégalithes de Bretagne’ 
Call for Projects, and put together with the support of the Regional Directorate of Cultural Affairs (DRAC) 
and the Regional Archaeology Unit (SRA). 

It provides the general public with various educational resources : Games, a site description sheet , a Neo-
Kit : facsimiles of remains , and multimedia content: a tablet with an app allowing users to explore a Neolithic 
village, two interactive maps, a video timeline, … 

BuiLdiNg a NeOLithiC hOuse the way they did 6,500 yeaRs agO 
Exhibition in the lobby
CPIE Val de Vilaine 

This exhibition tells the story of the human and technical un-
dertaking by the permanent ecological initiative centre Nature 
et Mégalithes – CPIE Val de Vilaine, over the course of seve-
ral years, to build a typical Neolithic house at Saint-Ganton 
(Ille et Vilaine). 

Visitors to megalithic sites often struggle to imagine how the 
people that erected the menhirs and dolmens lived; this buil-
ding project was implemented in order to change that. The 
exhibition forms part of this broader strategy, supported by 
the Bretagne region and the Ille et Vilaine administrative de-
partment.

- Aurore Leroux 
• aurore.leroux.cpie@orange.fr •

https://cpievaldevilaine.fr/ 
https://www.sites-prehistoriques.bzh/

exhiBitORs 12 NOVemBeR

© CPIE 

https://www.sites-prehistoriques.bzh/


exhiBitORs 12 NOVemBeR

COëBy megaLithiC site, muNiCiPaLity Of tRédiON sCieNtifiC ReseaRCh 
aNd eNhaNCemeNt 
Philippe Gouezin 
• philgouez@orange.fr • 
Coëby megalithic site is an important touchstone for research into our understanding of megaliths along 
the Atlantic seaboard. It also serves as a pilot site for the implementation of new approaches to the study of 
these architectural structures and their complex history.

The scheduled excavation in progress concerns two levelled megalithic cairns located to the south-west of 
the Neolithic necropolis of the same name in the state-owned area of the forest (TRED 8 and TRED 9).

The aims of this excavation are as follows : 

Using architectural analysis of the site to shed light on how the megaliths became monuments

Comparing architectural data for standing stones, burial areas, and tumuli.

Providing chronological data where possible.

Observing any architectural phases that may be visible (as they frequently are) within the tumulus and 
analysing the degree of historicity of the monument.

Investigating the ‘conceptualisation’ of an architectural project by researching architectonic details, 
settings, and symbolic elements.

Exploring the possible intentions of the builders and evaluating various possible building standards.

Coëby excavations of Trédion © Philippe Gouezin



5000 BCe iN mORBihaN: the NeOLithiC eRa exPLaiNed 
(tRaVeLLiNg exhiBitiON)
Morbihan departement 
• valorisationetsauvegardedupatrimoine@morbihan.fr •

The exhibition offers the people of Morbihan an opportunity to explore the Neolithic Era and learn more 
about typical sites in Morbihan, as well as presenting recent scientific research, explaining the changing 
perception and understanding of Neolithic heritage, and promoting archaeology.

The exhibition will travel around various venues for a year, including in the following towns in the administra-
tive department: 

JOSSELIN, Chapelle de la Congrégation (17 sept – 20 nov 2022)

GOURIN, Domaine de Tronjoly (1er déc 2022 – 28 fév 2023)

MUZILLAC, Salle Adélaïde (1er juin - 16 juillet 2023)

AURAY, Chapelle du Saint-Esprit (22 juillet – 11 oct 2023)

https://patrimoines-archives.morbihan.fr/carrement-patrimoine/programmation
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eNhaNCemeNt Of the LaNdes de LaNVaux megaLiths 
Golfe du Morbihan-Vannes agglomération  
• a.guillonneau@gmvagglo.bzh •

Centre Morbihan Communauté  
• esirgant@cmc.bzh •

The partnership between Centre Morbihan Communauté, Golfe du Morbihan - Vannes district council (GMVA) 
and the municipalities of Camors and Saint Guyomard for the enhancement of the Landes de Lanvaux mega-
liths was selected as winner of the ‘Mégalithes de Bretagne’ call for projects in December 2019.

It aims to strengthen and stimulate the emergence of a tourism and cultural offering in the Pays Vert region 
and develop the attractiveness of the area through a strong focus on culture, linking in with the UNESCO 
heritage application and the GMVA Pays d’Art and d’Histoire project.

The goal of the project, which covers 15 municipalities, is the enhancement of 38 major megalithic sites, with 
a visitor trail and interpretation boards located close to each site; cultural mediation focusing on megalithism 
is also available, geared to various audiences. Resource material and content makes use of scientific data 
supplied by Mr Philippe Gouezin, the archaeologist coordinating the project’s scientific committee. Events and 
mediation days are organised by the CPIE Val de Vilaine permanent environmental initiative centre on key 
dates such as the Archaeology Days in June and the European Heritage Days in September.

These days are organised at the initiative of Golfe du Morbihan – Vannes district council and Centre Morbihan 
Communauté as part of their specific joint action programme. The first action was to link up to the European 
Route of Megalithic Culture. The area became the first French member of the Route in 2020, joining a score 
of German, Dutch, Swedish, Danish, and Italian members. The second action is the event in progress here, 
which is also open to our European partners.

www.golfedumorbihan-vannesagglomeration.bzh 
www.centremorbihancommunaute.bzh

Cairns de Larcuste - Colpo © A. Lamoureux - Golfe du Morbihan Vannes tourisme

Menhir de Kermarquer – Moustoir-Ac 
© Philippe Gouezin

http://www.golfedumorbihan-vannesagglomeration.bzh
http://www.golfedumorbihan-vannesagglomeration.bzh
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Paysages de megaLithes

uNesCO wORLd heRitage aPPLiCatiON
Victoire Dorise – Directrice Paysages de Mégalithes
• victoire.dorise@megalithes-morbihan.fr •

Presentation of the progress of the "Carnac and Banks of the Morbihan megaliths' UNESCO heritage 
application.
https://www.megalithes-morbihan.fr

Association des Landes - Site de Monteneuf 
• Claire.tardieu@leslandes.bzh •

The archaeological survey and the megalithic architecture of the Monteneuf site. 
(Winner of the ‘Mégalithes de Bretagne’ call for projects in 2017)

The Monteneuf menhirs archaeosite is made up of more than 500 standing stones spread over 15 hectares.
It is a rare site valued but also with archeological research and prospections still ongoing. Passing on the latest 
discoveries to the public was therefore an obvious choice and offered the possibility of enriching the offer and 
the attractiveness of the territory.
In the continuity of the existing development, a space has been created to allow everyone to put themselves 
in the place of the archaeologist conducting research on the site of Monteneuf: the visitor is immersed in the 
archaeological research through panels, illustrations and sound terminals.

https://leslandes.bzh/ Illustration exposant Landes de Monteneuf © Le déclencheur 

https://www.megalithes-morbihan.fr
https://leslandes.bzh/
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